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Kreeft and Tacelli’s miniature guide to Christian Apologetics is somewhat brief for such a
weighty subject matter, at a mere 143 pages (inclusive of preamble) and with at most a few hundred
words on each page. Then again, it is a ‘pocket handbook’ (4.25 x 0.4 x 7 inches') version of their full
406-page Handbook of Christian Apologetics® — it is designed to be small, light and portable. As such,
the handbook’s contents are necessarily concise while still aiming to address many of the key issues
of apologetics.

The handbook begins with an introduction to what Apologetics (pp.9-12) is all about, and
how it links Faith and Reason (pp.13-18). The authors make it clear that their endeavour here is less
concerned with methodology (p.10). This is a wise deference, considering that there is much intra-
faith protest® raised by certain proponents who doggedly champion their pet apologetic method (to the
exclusion of all others*). The handbook also seeks to cater to as wide a swathe of orthodox
Christendom as possible, however with no apologies given to liberal believers (p.12)!

The handbook covers several of the well-known and time-tested apologetics issues and
arguments. For example, it kicks off proper with Arguments for the Existence of God (pp.19-29) such
as Aquinas’ Efficient Causality (p.20) and Anselm’s Ontological Argument (p.23). Pascal’s famous
Wager is also covered (pp.27-29), which although it has been criticized in recent years, continues to
have its proponents.’

Having argued that God does indeed exist, the natural next step would be to define what this
God is like — in particular, that Christianity’s descriptions of The Nature of God (pp.30-35) are true.

With the existence and attributes of God qua God covered, the handbook next moves on to
addressing God’s creation. Chief among modern controversies® must surely be the issue of Creation
and Evolution (pp.36-40) — indeed one of the hot button topics of the past century’. Rather than
causing division with an exclusionary attitude®, the authors make room for the possibility of evolution
being under God’s control and direction.

Speaking of difficult apologetic issues, a lengthy chapter is devoted to addressing possibly the
thorniest’ and longest-running'® issue of all — the Problem of Evil (pp45-57). Here, the authors plant
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their feet firmly in the free will / greater good / soul-building theodicies (pp.50-56) — an approach
which I personally favour.'!

Through the aforementioned chapter, the authors lay the groundwork (especially on p.57) for
the ultimate apologetic topic — Jesus Christ. For He is the greatest answer to all questions of evil and
suffering, as acknowledged by various Christian personalities with apologetic/philosophical
approaches as diverse as William Lane Craig (free will)!? and John Piper (determinism)'®. Jesus is the
living theodicy, God in the flesh experiencing human existence and suffering to be our Great High
Priest who empathizes with the human condition (Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews 4:15, Isaiah 52:13-
53:12). Hence, the handbook covers issues surrounding Christ’s Divinity (pp. 58-68) and the
Resurrection (pp.69-78).

With the crux of Christianity (pun intended'¥) covered, the handbook addresses two types of
major opposition to the Christian message. First is the modern trend of skepticism and secularism,
which denies the supernatural. Hence, the handbook addresses Miracles (actually covered earlier in
pp-41-45), whether the Bible is Myth or History (pp.79-87), Life After Death (pp.88-96), and Heaven
and Hell (pp.97-111).

Second is religious plurality, whereby it is claimed that every religion has its own truth — and
it is thus intolerant of Christianity to lay sole claim to the truth. Hence, the handbook covers Salvation
(pp.112-120), Other Religions (pp.121-131), and Objective Truth (pp.132-138).

Finally, the Conclusion (pp.139-141) gives a brief evangelistic invitation — either directly to
the reader if they are not Christian, or else useful to believers as a guide during any future opportunity
to share the good news of Christ.

As mentioned at the start of this review, this handbook is designed to be handy to use and
casy to keep on hand (again, puns intended) — and hence the details covered in each section are
necessarily sparse. Even the Works Cited (p.142) lists a mere eight items, which does not lend much
assistance in further investigation of the subtopics. It should therefore be used as either as a
preliminary introduction to the field of Christian Apologetics, or as a portable reference and reminder
to be used alongside a deeper study.

In my own short review of the handbook, I have included multiple references for just the
abovementioned reason. | encourage the reader to delve deeper into those resources and continue to
grow is the knowledge of Christ (2 Peter 3:18).
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